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On June 30th, seventeen 
elementary school aged boys 
and their families boarded two 
buses headed for Washington 
DC and the National Cathe-
dral. The Washington DC Tour 
experience was a great inspira-
tion to all who participated. 
The Memphis Boychoir and 
the Memphis Chamber Choir 
performed a number of pro-
grams in the DC area between 
June 30 and July 5.

The highlight and driving 
force behind the tour was the 
invitation to sing Choral Even-
song at the National Cathedral 
on July 1, at 5:30 p.m. 

The National Cathedral is 
located at one of the high-
est points in the DC area. 
Construction started on the 
Cathedral in 1907 and it took 
most of the 20th century to 
complete the building. It is 
influenced strongly by Gothic 
architecture and its strong 
presence is an inspiration to 
all who have had the oppor-
tunity to visit. Many important 
events have taken place at 
the National Cathedral includ-
ing Martin Luther King’s final 
Sunday sermon, the funeral of 
President Ronald Reagan and 
the memorial service for 9/11.

that the choir experienced at 
the Basilica. The sound trav-
eled through this immense 
space for about six seconds.

Dr. Ching-Hon Pui, a Mem-
phis Boychoir Board member, 
arranged to have us perform 
at the Singapore Embassy for 
the Ambassador of Singapore. 
Ambassador Chan was very 
hospitable and gracious with 
her remarks before the perfor-
mance. She loved the energy 
of the boys both during the 
recital and the reception. 

These opportunities were 
thrilling for everyone in-
volved. We had ninety people 
in our group including per-
formers, family and friends. 

Boychoir and Chamber Choir Tour the Nation’s Capital

For the past few months we 
have been immersed in the 
music that we performed in 
this special and sacred space.

The Tour also included 
performances at the Canadian 
Embassy, the Basilica of the 
National Shrine and the Singa-
pore Embassy. 

The Canadian Embassy 
performance was on Canada 
Day – July 1, 2011. The choirs 
performed “O Canada” for 
over 700 Canadians gathered 
at the embassy. The recital at 
the National Shrine, which is 
the largest Basilica in North 
America, was at the front of 
the upper church. There was 
an unbelievable resonance 

The Treble V ice

GOTHIC SPLENDOR  The Memphis Boychoir in The National Cathedral.



Bach (2000 to 10,000)
John Paul Jones
Bill & Leslie Pretsch
William Wilson

Handel (1000 to 1999)
Walton and Sissie Griffin
Dr. Ching-Hon Pui

Howells (500-999)
Robert L. Burns
Dr. Thomas & Carol Chesney
Christopher Hehmeyer
Emily & Jerry Gay
Drs. Earle Weeks & Melissa Hudson
Michael & Anne Keeney
Dr. Davis & Lynn Moser
Barbara & Harry Soldan
Petie Williams
David Work  

Vaughan Williams (250-499)
John R. Barbee, Jr.
Ann Bugbee
Ann A. Boston
Margo Carter
Robert & Renate Campbell
Albert Cook Plumbing  Co.
Dr. Roger & Judy Deshaies
Ann Swims

Walton (100 to 249)
Berkeley Bettendorf
Patrick & Mirah Dow
Jim & Dot Harwood

Dr. Haywood & Gaye Henderson
Page & Walt Henrion
Mary Minor
Kim Mullins
David & Dr. Susan Nelson
Anne Noble
Jim & Virginia Rainer
Jack & Edwinna Reed
Hilary & Dr. Geoffrey Ward 
June F. Wilcox
Julia Williams

Stanford (up to 99)
Gayle Barnwell
Sandra Booth
Clair Bradley
Wayne & Cathy Brown
Mr. & Mrs. Winn D. Brown
Jack & Ann Bugbee
Drs. Russell & Joan Chesney
Dr. James & Sara Chumney
Dr. Ray & Marilyn Curle
Scott Darwin
Dot & Carl Davis
Sarah L-C Flowers
Lester & Joyce Gingold
Howard & Betty Golwen 
Jeanette Haas
Betty Lathram
Randall & Heidi Nelson
Trudy Parker
Olivia Rond
Earl & Carol Spencer
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Many Thanks to Our Generous Donors!
The Memphis Boychoir Inc., a chartered non-profit 501-c-3 corporation registered with the state  
of Tennessee, would like to thank the following donors for their generous contributions to our  
Annual Fund. This list includes contributions received June 30 - September 30, 2011.

Mark & Lise van Stolk
Drs. Anni & William Walker
Laura Lee Woods

HONORING
Mahaffey White, birthday
	 Hal B. & Virginia Ferrell
	 Patricia H. Kissell 
	 Trudy Parker

REMEMBERING
Paul Booth
	 Sandra Booth 
Dr. Dan Brookoff
	 June F. Wilcox
	 Dot Work
James W. Gower
	 Myra Ann Kelso
	 David Work
	 Dot Work 
Jack  P.  Bugbee
	 Gayle Barnwell
	 Wayne & Cathy Brown
	 Dr. James & Sara Chumney
	 Albert Cook Plumbing Co.
	 Patrick & Mirah Dow
	 Dr. Haywood
    & Gaye Henderson
	 David & Dr. Susan Nelson
	 Randall & Heidi Nelson
	 Dr. Ching-Hon Pui
	 Jim and Virginia Rainer
	 Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Simpson
Howard  Loveless
	 Walker & Gregg Milnor

REQUIEM REHEARSALS  The group 
find their unison note (left); Iain 
Campbell and James Elliott (above)
during a break at dress rehearsal.
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SO, WHAT’S A LITTLE MUD ON THE KNEE WHEN IT’S ALL IN GOOD FUN?
During a well deserved rehearsal break, members of the Memphis Boychoir pose 
for an informal group photo before returning to their soccer endeavors.

Requiem Eucharist 
Commemorates 10th 
Anniversary of  9/11

September 11, the day of 
the terrorist attack on the 
World Trade Center in New 
York City, has been etched 
into our collective national 
consciousness as a day of 
infamy and mourning com-
monly referred to as 9/11.

To mark the 10th anniversary 
and to remember the victims 
of this event, The Memphis 
Boychoir performed a Re-
quiem Eucharist with the 
Chancel Choir at Saint John’s 
Episcopal Church. This was a 
great challenge for the boys 
considering that they had only 
four rehearsals to prepare.

Prior to the service a 
member of Saint John’s and 
former member of the New 
York Police Department, Jim 
Shepherd, gave a personal 
and articulate account of his 
experience of being on duty 
on 9/11. He commented that 
this was not something that 
he talked about often, but that 
he knew it was important to 
share his experience as part 
of the anniversary. Jim’s three 
boys Jonathan, Ethan and Liam 
have been in the Boychoir 
since January 2010.

The a capella music per-
formed by the choirs and the 
solo cello music heightened 
the emotional impact of 
the day. The boys remained 
focused and professional 
throughout this important 
memorial service. 

Fall Recital To Feature Choral and 
Organ Music of  Jehan Alain

We are celebrating the choral and organ music of 
Jehan Alain at our Fall Recital on Friday October 21, 2011 
at 7:30 pm. Alain (1911-1940) wrote a number of influ-
ential organ works in his brief career including the Trois 
Danses and Litanies, which will be featured on the recital.

Alain died at the age of 29 while serving France in WW 
II. His music has been a staple of the organ repertoire 
and we are thrilled to welcome Dr. James Higdon as our 
guest artist for the recital. Dr. Higdon is the Dane and Pol-
ly Bales Professor of Organ at the University of Kansas. 
He has performed and recorded the complete works of 
Jehan Alain and has also studied extensively with Alain’s 
sister Marie-Claire Alain.

Dr. Higdon was my organ teacher at the University of 
Kansas from 2002 to 2006. I am very excited about wel-
coming him to Memphis for the first time to perform.

In addition to the organ works the Memphis Boychoir 
and the Memphis Chamber Choir will perform the three 
choral masses that Alain wrote in 1938, just two years 
before his death. Two of these works are accompanied by 
string quartet and flute. Alain’s music is mature beyond 
his years and we are thrilled to have this opportunity to 
share this Fall Recital with you! There will be a reception 
following the recital in the Parish Hall. —GHW



Michael Elliott
I joined the Memphis Boychoir 

a year or two after its inception, 
under the direction of John Ayer.   
The choir was made up of mostly 
fifth- and sixth-graders—a dozen 
boys, at most.  In the brief time I 
was a member, I learned how to 
sing: how to breathe, how to har-
monize, how to start and stop with 
a hand gesture, how to move the 
pitch of my voice in correlation to 
the notes on the page. 

While I do not sing profession-
ally now (I own a landscaping 
business), the skills I learned in the 
boychoir are all skills that I use to 
this day—whether I’m singing in 
my church choir, caroling at Christ-

mas time, or simply appreciating the music others make.
I was very excited and grateful when I found out that Dr. Ward 

is carrying on the tradition for the next generation of young 
Memphians, and proud that my seven-year-old son James could 
be a part of it.

NOTE: Michael and his wife Margaret, with their two sons 
James and Paul, live in Memphis. Michael and his brother Tim 
own Elliott Lawns, LLC.

The mission of The Memphis Boychoir is to provide the city of 
Memphis and surrounding areas a spiritual and musical experience 
featuring the unique aural qualities of unchanged treble boys voices 
and to provide boys with the opportunity to participate in a musical 
discipline which builds confidence, collegiality, and teamwork.

The Treble Voice , the official newsletter of The Memphis 
Boychoir, is published by The Memphis Boychoir, Inc., 3245 
Central Ave., Memphis, TN 38111. To submit items, please 
contact Dr. Geoffrey Ward by phone or email at:  
901-323-8597 x26 or ghward@stjohnsmemphis.org.

• Alumni Profiles •
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Calendar of  Events
Friday, October 21, 7:30 pm

Fall Recital – Music of Jehan Alain 
The Memphis Boychoir and Mem-
phis Chamber Choir; featuring Dr. 
James Higdon, Professor of Organ, 
The University of Kansas; Saint 
John’s Episcopal Church, 3245 
Central, Memphis

Sunday, November 20, 10:00 am
The Memphis Boychoir joins the 
MBCC Choir and Dr. Leo Davis 
for Sunday worship; Mississippi 
Boulevard Christian Church, 70 N. 
Bellevue, Memphis; www.theblvd.org

Wednesday, November 30, Noon
Calvary and the Arts featuring The 
Memphis Boychoir and Chamber 
Choir; Calvary Episcopal Church, 
102 North 2nd Street at Adams 
Avenue; www.calvarymemphis.org

Sunday, December 18, 4:00, 7:00 pm
24th Annual Service of Lessons 
and Carols; music for brass and 
organ plus congregational singing;  
Saint John’s Episcopal Church, 
3245 Central Ave. at Greer, Mem-
phis; www.memphisboychoir.org

TWO GENERATIONS  Memphis 
Boychoir alumnus Michael Elliott 
is pictured above with his son 
and current MBC member, James.

Great Stocking Stuffers!  
It’s not too early to prepare 

for the Christmas holidays. 

We’d love to see our Tees 

on your whole family. Call 

323-8597 (pick up at St. 

John’s, Greer at Central).



MEMPHIS BOYCHOIR DVD

Our promotional DVD includes photos, video and music from our Tour of Washington DC. 
To get your personal copy, please contact ghward@stjohnsmemphis.org. You can also 
view this DVD on our website www.memphisboychoir.org.

Special Insert

MEMORABLE MOMENTS  Members 
of the Memphis Boychoir and the 
Memphis Chamber Choir wore many 
hats during their summer Tour of 
Washington DC. They served as cultural 
ambassadors, friendly neighbors and 
a well disciplined musical troupe 
at every turn of the journey and 
returned to the Mid-South with many 
special memories to be savored over a 
lifetime. Among them were performing 
at the Basilica of the National Shrine 
(left), singing at the Singapore 
Embassy (below left) and entertaining 
a large and enthusiastic crowd with a 
smashing rendition of “O Canada” on 
Canada Day at the Canadian Embassy! 
Hats off for a job well done!

Highlights of  the Washington DC Tour
The Washington DC Tour 

was a life-changing opportu-
nity for the boys and adults 
in our program. Performing 
and interacting with institu-
tions like the National Cathe-
dral promotes a great sense 
of growth and development 
in the Memphis Boychoir. We 
are focused not only on the 

continuing musical growth of 
the boys, but also the process 
of them developing into the 
next great leaders in the city 
of Memphis. We continue to 
search and recruit boys who 
love to sing as well as families 
that appreciate the life-long 
skill of music making that 
their children are exposed to. 

The responsibility of singing 
at the National Cathedral is 
great in terms of the mean-
ing and significance that it 
provides for the participants. 
When elementary school aged 
boys are able to articulate this 
it gives me great hope for the 
future of our program and for 
the city of Memphis. —GHW



Fall 2011  Performance Schedule

The Memphis Boychoir & 
Memphis Chamber Choir

Fall Recital 
Friday, October 21 at 7:30 p.m.

Guest Artist: Dr. James Higdon, Professor of Organ, University of Kansas

24th Annual Service of Lessons & Carols 
Sunday, December 18 at 4:00 & 7:00 p.m.

Saint John’s Episcopal Church
Central at Greer
901-323-8597
memphisboychoir.org

Above: The choirs performed at Washington National Cathedral, Washington, D.C., July 1, 2011
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